
Lake Forest Estates Clean Water District
Meeting Minutes

May 7, 2020

Note: Due to current Pandemic COVID19 this was a Zoom teleconference meeting.

1. Meeting was Called to Order by Duane Harley at 6:05pm

Duane Harley reviewed some of the achievements since the last meeting. Of specific 
note, Duane highlighted the discussions on April 8th with the MDNR and USDA. Due to 
the fact that these two agencies work in collaboration on State-funded projects the 
MDNR recommended we remove our application request with the MDNR and go with 
the USDA for the following reasons:

* USDA further long in application process
* USDA had previous lending experience with Lake Forest
* More favorable intermediate lending rates of 1.875%
* PER projected rate was 2.375% which adds significant value for Lake Forest 

residents
* Capital Project is funded from revenue bonds
* 35 year loan lowers rates on a per resident basis

As a reminder there is “NO CONSTRUCTION” planned for 2020.

 Our attorney Paul Martin reminded the audience that questions to be answered during 
this meeting were to be submitted to Greg Stephenson in advance of this meeting as 
Greg would be serving at the ZOOM Meeting moderator.

  Greg informed that attendees that no questions had been submitted at this time.

2. Roll Call was completed by Mark Basler with all Trustees being present.

3. A motion was requested by Duane Harley to approve the Agenda for the 
teleconference call.  Motion made by Bruce Giesler  and seconded by Don Kuehn. 
Motion carried with an all in favor vote.

4. Received correspondence was given to Don Kuehn for record retention purposes.

* Environmental Impact Statement Executive Summary (NO Impacts)
* Copy of April Communications Update

Mark Basler made note that we now have a Lake Forest Estates CWD Bank Account 
established with Bloomsdale Bank.



Mike Hartman from USDA informed the meeting attendees that they have received a 
copy of the EIS Report and it is currently under review but initially they do not see any 
issues at this time. Mike did state that due to the fact that we are installing water meters, 
we will need to have Waters Engineering perform on overall water system assessment. 
While this is a requirement they did not see any major hurdles.

5. A request was made by Greg Stephenson for citizen questions or comments at this 
time with none being received.

6. Action Items:

 A. Discussion was held on the USDA funding and office (Duane Harley) responsible for 
same: on Resolution 2020-003,

A RESOLUTION OF THE LAKE FOREST ESTATES CLEAN WATER DISTRICT 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE PREPARATION, FILING, AND 
MAINTENANCE OF A DISTRICT FINANCING APPLICATION WITH THE UNITED 
STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM.

A call for a motion to approve this resolution was made by Duane Harley.  Motion was 
approved by Mark Basler and seconded by Eric Kelley. Motion approved with an all in 
favor vote.

B. Mark Basler led the discussion on the two received final bids regarding the surveying 
services.  The bidders both Volkert and Bader were viewed as competent surveyors 
bidding this work. Each company was discussed by the trustees in detail. In the end, 
Bader Surveyor Serves was selected to move forward with Contract negotiation and 
commercial term discussions. Paul Martin to lead Contract discussions and Duane 
Harley to lead Commercial negotiations. Bruce Giesler was selected to notify Bader 
Surveyor Service of their preliminary selection and Duane Harley was to notify 
Volkert of their unsuccessful bid at this time. The Board of Trustees recommended 
we maintain Volkert’s bid in the event we are unable to work through Contract and 
Commercial terms with Bader Surveyor Services.

Prior to a motion attending residents were asked for feedback on either Volkert or Bader 
Surveying. No comments received.

Motion made by Mark Basler to select Bader Surveying Services, seconded by Bruce 
Giesler. Motion carried with an all in favor vote.

At this time we will not review Bader costs until a Form Contract and Commercial 
negotiations are completed. This information to be shared at a future meeting.

Mike Hartman from the USDA reminded the Board that admin and other administrative 
costs incurred during this timeframe can be rolled into the overall Capital Project loan.



C. A brief discussion was held on the design engineering services and request for 
qualifications. A motion was made by Mark Basler to authorize preparation and 
publishing of a Request for Qualifications for design engineering services , and 
seconded by Eric Kelley.  Motion was approved by Board of Trustees with an all in 
favor.

Eric Kelley will bring the incurred costs to date to share with residents during our next 
monthly meeting. 

D. Motion made by Don Kuehn and seconded by Bruce Giesler to authorize District’s 
attorney to draft and negotiate the interim operating agreement with the Lake Forest 
Estates Community Association, with such contract to be approved by the Clean 
Water District Board of Trustees at a future meeting. Motion carried with an all in 
favor vote.

E. Next Steps:  Resolution of Association / District Transition (Future discussion)
! !

* An agreed to acknowledgement of property transfer documents
* Delineation of property battery limits 
* Surveying of property boundary limits

Miscellaneous:  No new items.

Last call made to attending residents on the phone for comments/questions.
No comments.

Appreciations to Greg Stephenson for scheduling ZOOM teleconference and serving as 
meeting Moderator.

Meeting adjourned at 7:14 pm.


